Welbome

Good evening and a warm welcome to everyone. We extend a very special welcome to
Her Excellency Lou-Anne Gilchrist, St. Vincent and the Grenadines Ambassador to the
United States of America and Non-Resident High Commisioner to Canada, our guest
speaker for this prestigious occasion. Qur celebration tonight is unique and exceptional.
We are celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Independence of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines and the 50th anniversary of the Association.

While we celebrate the past and look forward to tomorrow let us honour and
thank our past leaders of St.Vincent and the Grenadines for building and guiding
our nation to its standing in the Caribbean Region and on the world’s stage.

Let us also recognize those in our community who helped us keep our connection
to the land of our birth and to foster relations that served our mutual benefit.
Tonight, you will meet some of those special people who took the reins of leadership
and built the Association that we know today.

As we celebrate our accomplishments let us remember
that there is still much more to achieve.

Enjoy the evening!.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
THE ST. VINCENT AND GRENADINES ASSOCIATION OF TORONTO INC.

This celebration was organized by the SVGAT in collaboration with the SVG Toronto
Consulate General; the Bequia Social Organization; the Toronto SVG Support Group;
the Union Island Cultural Association
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O Canada! Our home and native land
True patriot love in all of us command
With glowing hearts we see thee rise
The true north strong and free
From far and wide, O Canada
We stand on guard for thee
God keep our land glorious and free
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee!
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St. Vincent Land so beautiful
With joyful hearts we pledge to thee
Our loyalty and love and vow
To keep you ever free.

Whate’er the future brings
Our faith will see us through.
May peace reign from shore to shore
And God bless and keep us true.

Hairoun! Our fair and blessed Isle
Your mountains high, so clear and green;
Are home to me though I may stray;

A haven calm serene.

Our little sister islands are
Those gems the lovely Grenadines,
Upon their seas and golden sands

The sunshine ever beams.
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Ontario

Premier of Ontario - Premier ministre de I'Ontario

November 2, 2019
A MESSAGE FROM PREMIER DOUG FORD

I'm so pleased to extend greetings to everyone celebrating St. Vincent
and the Grenadines’' 40th year of independence from Great Britain, and
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Association of Toronto (SVGAT). I want to thank all those
who helped make this important event a success.

I want to congratulate the team at SVGAT on marking 50 years of
outstanding service to the Vincentian community. This is a remarkable
milestone for any organization.

This event, which also honours the island nation’s 40th anniversary of
independence, is the ideal occasion to express pride in the rich culture
and heritage of St. Vincent and the Grenadines as well as its many
achievements.

I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge, with gratitude, the
many ways in which the Vincentian community has made Ontario a

better place to live.

Best wishes for a memorable evening and a very successful fundraiser!

Doug Ford
Premier



CONSULATE GENERAL OF ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

55 Town Centre Court, Suite 403 Toronto, Ontario M1P 4X4
Tel: 416-398-4277 Fax: 647-438-5312
E-mail: consulategeneral@rogers.com

40" Independence Message from Consul General Huggins

On behalf of the Government of St Vincent and the Grenadines, Staff of the Consulate General of §t Vincent and the
Grenadines and my family, I extend warmest greetings and congratulations of the All Vincentians on the celebration of our

40% Independence anniversary.

1 also want to wish the St Vincent and the Grenadines Association of Toronto a happy 50% anniversary. With your slogan to
celebrate your 50 anniversary being “Much has been accomplished, Much more to achieve™, I can attest to the fact that you
have made a tremendous contribution to St. Vincent and the Grenadines in every sector of economic development and 1
encourage you to continue to make your contribution.

This year we celebrate our Independence under the theme “With Strength, Honour and Dignity, We stand resolute at 40 and
Beyond”. The Renewal at 40 celebrations has started and will run unti! Independence 2020. Renewal at 40 is an opportunity
for us to take a fresh guard. Build on our strengths and possibilities and to work on our weaknesses and limitations.

Renewal at 40 belongs to all of us whether we live in SVG or in the Diaspora. We must own it for it to be successful. If you
hear someone bad talking your country, you have a duty to defend your country. We arc not perfect and yes we have many
imperfections but we are a proud people who can boast of our achievement in Health, Education, Transportation,
Governance, Tourism, Agriculture, Housing, Seaport and airports, sea and river defences, water, electricity, information
communication technology.

In every walk of life, we have seen improvements from where we were 40 years ago under various governments.
This year forty-eight (48) government scholarships were awarded to students to study at UWI and hundreds more will be
awarded to study in various countries around the world. In 1979 we had one (1) national scholarship.

We can celebrate the fact that a country only 40 years old and the smallest country to be voted on the United Nations Security
Council as a non-permanent council member between 2020 to 2022. SVG received support from 185 countries out of 191
countries at the United Nations. Some may say that we should dance a yard before we dance abroad but this myopic view can
be countered by the fact that this opportunity gets SVG a seat at the table where much can be achieved. I am confident that
we have effective leadership and youthful exvberance on our side who will ook afier our interest. Already we have seen
many couniries coming to us to seek advice on their own campaign, Canada is one.

SVG is leading the way in conducting explorations so we can be self-sufficient in geothermal energy. We already have
installations in renewable energy in solar energy and three recently upgraded hydro plants capable of deliver up to 20% of
electricity at peak. We are making our contribution to slowing down the impacts of climate change, as small as we are.

In health, the recently opened Modern Medical Hospital in Georgetown has come in for excellent reviews having delivered
quality health care to citizens all over the country although it was designed to service patients from the north east quadrant of
SVG.

We have many challenges and we had to admit that like every other country crime is a problem.

Pockets of indigence, high uncmployment, the threat to Climate Change, political divisiveness. As we move beyond our 40
years, we have to resolve to live better with our neighbours, don’t all the divisive politics to cause you to hate your neighbour
and lose your friends.

I must acknowledge the invaluable contributions of the Canadian Vincentians, the national associations and charitable
foundations in Canada to St Vincent and the Grenadines. Your remittances make up a substantial portion of our GDP and we
treasure your support in sensitizing the Diaspora with the political, cultural, social and economic developments in your
homeland,

Qur job at the Consulate is to offer quality service to the Canadian Diaspora community. As Consul General, I assure you that
we will deliver quality service. You deserve it,



Message from the Mayor

| would like to extend my sincere congratulations and best wishes to the St.
Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto on its 50" anniversary of
providing community services to the Vincentian community in Toronto.

These occasions present wonderful opportunities to acknowledge the
achievements of the St. Vincent and Grenadines community and celebrate its
traditions, heritage and culture. This year also marks the 40" anniversary of St.
Vincent and Grenadines independence.

Toronto is one of the world's most multicultural cities and home to people from all
over the world. The valued contributions of multicultural communities strengthen
our society and contribute to our city's motto "Diversity Our Strength".

On behalf of Toronto City Council, please accept my best wishes for a
memorable event and continued success.

Yours truly,

ayor of Toronto



Srom the Desidont

The St. Vincent And Grenadines Association Of Toronto Inc.

My Fellow Vincentians and Friends:

Itis with great pleasure that I write to you today. [ would
like to take the time to thank all the members of the as-
sociation who put their trust in me to lead this great or-
ganization. As we celebrate our 50th anniversary we must
thank our founding members who had the foresight to get
this organization started over 50 years ago. Their sacrifices
we truly appreciate. The countless hours they have volun-
teered over the years have made this community a more
accommodating place for us, Vincentians, to feel more wel-
comed and at home. We cannot for one moment ignore the
contributions of their families who have silently provided
their loved ones with support over the years.

Over our 50 years one would ask what have you ac-
complished? My response would be based on one of our
founding principles -- to provide assistance and support to
groups, institutions in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and
in Ontario and wherever the association deems fit. Before
there was a Saint Vincent and the Grenadines there was a
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Association of Toronto
(SVGAT). As a community we built and provided support to
our homeland and watched it develop into a nation. We are
still here as it grows. Some of our initiatives have played
a direct role in this development including the ‘adopt-a-
child program’ that has provided financial assistance to
primary school students; providing emergency relief funds
and other forms of donations to hospitals and clinics to
name a couple.

Here in Toronto, we are especially proud of our programs
that assist our community; our scholarship program has

provided over $22,000.00 in bursaries to students since
its inception; our Christmas hampers include cash dona-
tions of $40.00 per basket; our children’s christmas party
each year provides toys for about 40-50 children; a team of
volunteers assists with the organization of the unity picnic
and the buses that go to the picnic are provided as a ser-
vice and not necessarily a fund-raiser; our Independence
celebration every year also comes with a cost. While we
may not have been “blowing our own horn”, we have been
steadfastly working in silence.

Also, before there was a Consulate Office there was the
SVGAT. The association filled that void. New Vincentians to
Canada relied on us for a sense of community. We did this
by remaining unified regardless of the challenges that we
faced. We need this unity to remain if we want to continue
growing as an organization. As we celebrate this evening let
us not forget the contributions that were made to build our
homeland and the contributions that were made to build
the association and which helped to bring each of us here
tonight. As this year’s independence theme says: Renewal
at 40, we hope that you will truly renew your commitment
to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and to the association.
A great way to do that is to get more involved with the or-
ganization. We look forward to having your continued sup-
port as we embark on another year. Let us always remem-
ber our theme, that although much has been accomplished
there is much more to be achieved.

Jim Lewis

The St.Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc.
Board of Directors

Dennis Bucchan ¢ Kenneth Farrell ¢ Erline Granderson ¢ Anthony Lavia e Jim Lewis e Cornetta Mason
Prudence Morton ¢ Cordel Telfer ¢ Bernadette Ryan-Phillips

Website:- http://www.vincytoronto.com

Email:- svgat@vincytoronto.com
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Hncarary L Sendes. Hennett Fousitl

Kenneth Farrell is a longtime member of The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc. (SVGAT)
and has served in several capacities during his many years of service to the SVG community through the Associa-
tion. Kenneth presently sits on the Board of Directors and has led the Association on four occasions, beginning in
1996 as Chair and then as president in 2002; 2004 and then as interim president in 2006.

During his years with the Association, Kenneth has held various positions on the Executive and Board. He
has chaired many committees. In one particular year, due to the lack of manpower in the organization, a decision
was made to amalgamate several committees - cultural and recreation, education and sports under one large com-
mittee (CRES). It was a challenging task to chair this committee and when the call went out for a Chair, Kenneth
volunteered to take on the responsibility. He organized games evenings and led the scholarship committee on
many occasions while being involved heavily with the Netball Association and the Cricket Club. Kenneth has been
very instrumental in 2013 with the Association’s Diabetes and Seniors’ Programs by taking a few courses at City
Hall to assist with implementing the programs.

While Kenneth's service with the Association has been exemplary, it is his outreach work in the SVG community that has impressed Board mem-
bers and many members of the Association. One Board member puts it this way, “Kenneth has always risen to the call for assistance. He has been ‘out
there’ in the community, visiting the sick in nursing homes, taking seniors to Drs. appointments, delivering hamper baskets all over the City, being
heavily involved with youths in the Netball Association while also being involved with his church.” Another member of the Association also had this to
say, “Kenneth is very supportive of all SVG organizations and one can always find him at any event in our community. He is also the kind of person you
can call on for assistance. If your car breaks down in the middle of the night and you call on him for help, he will be there...no muss, no fuss. Kenneth
is a true community person”.

In this 50th year of the Association, the Board of Directors of the St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc. proudly confers on Ken-
neth Farrell the title of Honourary Life Member of the Association placing him amongst a select group of Honorary Life Members of the Association.

Rosemary Pierre Mohammed was born and raised in the village of Sion Hill, Kingstown, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. She attended the Richmond Hill primary school where she was introduced to sports but it was at
the Emmanuel High School in Kingstown where her love of sports blossomed. Rosemarie competed in Netball,
Track and Field and Long Jump events.

After graduation from Emmanuel, Rosemary says she was floundering a bit as to what to do with her life. She
only knew that she loved sports and especially netball. Soon, Rosemary gathered all of the young people in her village and began teaching them the
game. It wasn't long before the entire village was involved with Rosemary and her team of young players. Very soon, a Sion Hill Mixed Team was born
and the young players were on their way. “After winning a title”, Rosemary says, “the team knew it was heading for the big netball tournament and
when they set off for the “Big Game”, the whole village came along. We were not just playing the game, we were representing entire villages”.

During that netball tournament, Rosemary did not realize that her leadership skills and talent were being observed by the netball legend, Mrs.
Gloria Ballantyne. It was only when Mrs Ballantyne recruited her later, that she knew her skills and talents were being observed. “Mrs Ballantyne
helped me to develop my skills and also assisted the other players to develop their abilities as well.” That year, Rosemary joined the Three Jewels Jog-
ger Team and later on the Under 23 National Netball Team. She stayed with that team for several years before going on to the Senior National Netball
Team. She was ranked 4th in her position.

Rosemary left St. Vincent and the Grenadines for Canada where she joined the Vee Jay’s team and was soon representing the Ontario Open Team.
Rosemary started her own netball team, Wings Underneath. Within a year, she added a soccer team and began building her sports her club. Two
years later, Rosemary joined forces with her sister, Kathy Ann Forbes, and created Success Sports Club. Rosemary eventually branched out in to Radio
and soon had Success Radio up and running. Today, Success Sports Club--SVG is sponsored by the Vincy Liberators Inc. Rosemary says her goal is to
continue creating platforms for continuing education.

The SVGAT congratulates Rosemary on all of her sports and business accomplishments and wishes her well in her future endeavours.



Mr. Evans B. Morgan was born in Richland
Park, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. He is the last
surviving member of the first legislative council
that was elected, after universal adult suffrage,
in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. In 1951, Mor-
gan and his colleagues, Rudolf E. Baynes, Julian
A. Baynes, George H. Charles, Ebenezer T. Joshua,
Samuel E. Slater, Herman F. Young and Clive L.
Tannis contested the first general election after ke /
voting rights were granted to Vincentians. -

Their political party was known as the Eight Army of Liberation (EAL).
The party was an amalgamation of The United Workers and the Peasant and
Ratepayers Union and their campaign slogan was “A Better day, A Brighter Day
and a More Prosperous Day”. The election was a land-slide victory for the eight
comrades as all eight of them won their seats with Morgan gaining 80% of the
vote. In 1953, however, internal conflicts led to a breakaway faction that then
formed the Peoples Political Party. The EAL did not contest another election.
Morgan, 23 years of age at the time was the youngest of his colleagues to be on
that first legislative council and today, at 93 years of age he is the only surviving
member of the EAL. He had this to say “we worked very hard to try and bring
about a better day for the people. One of the changes [ am happy that we made
was to introduce the West Indian Reader into the school system which replaced
the Royal Reader. This was a ‘big leap’ at that time as we were up against many
challenges.

Morgan'’s love of education was evident in the fact that at 13 years of age
he became a pupil teacher and at 18 years graduated with honours from the
Caribbean Union College in Trinidad. He returned to St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines and began teaching at the Stubbs Government School. At 19 years old he
became a Head Master at Stubbs and it was while teaching at Stubbs that his
colleagues encouraged and supported him to run as a candidate for the Parlia-
ment of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

Life after politics for Morgan revolved around studying and working. In
1955, he earned a Master of Science in economics and was recruited by Shell Oil

SVG Early Legislative Council

Company as an economist and served for many years. Morgan relo-
cated to Canada in 1968 and worked as a Chief Cost Accountant with
Northern Telecom. Later, he was recruited by the government of SVG
to be the deputy accountant general but during his transition to that
role, there was a change in government and he went to work else-
where. After moving to Canada, Morgan joined the Ontario Ministry
of Housing and on retirement worked with the Ontario Conference of
Seventh-Day-Adventists as Chief Internal Auditor until fully retiring.

Morgan and his wife Erene, a registered nurse, are very much
involved with their Church. Morgan still teaches Sabbath school and
gets involved in the church’s community outreach programs. Over
the years, Morgan and Erene, through their church, have supported
schools in SVG by sending home computers and other items. In the
flash floods of 2013, they worked with their church to raise funds
and sent thousands of dollars to their counterpart church in SVG to
help the victims of the flooding. His wife Erene had this to say, “Ev-
ans cannot keep still, when he was 90 he was still mowing the lawn,
now at 93, he still wants to pot around in the garden. He wants to
go out and do things. Every day, he gets up and asks “where are we
going today?” Morgan and Erene have two children, Mark, a Senior
Project Manager and Gail, a lawyer. When asked to what he owed his
longevity, Morgan quickly answered, “I played cricket. I played until I
was 83 years, (He was instrumental in forming the Etobicoke Cricket
League) so if you want to live long like me, trust in God, don't smoke,
don’t drink and play cricket”

Carlos David Morgan, aka “Yellows” as he is known professionally, was born in the town of Barouille, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines (SVG). Yellows firstsangin publicatthe tenderage of 15 yearsand hasbeen entertaining audiences throughout =
SVGandNorth Americasince then. Ahouse-holdnamein SVGand North America, Yellows credits thetime he spentsingingin ¥
the choiratSunday morning church servicesin Barrouallie for helping to shape his voice and his singing career. After placing
second ata Calypso competitionat his high school, Yellows joined the band, Resurrection, in the mid-1980’s as lead vocalist.

However; it wasn't until he toured with the band, Astericks, throughout the Caribbean, that he progressed musically.

Yellows moved to Canada in 1988 and began signing with various bands across the country. In 2000, he became the lead vocalist with Moses Revolu-
tion, then known to be the #1 Soca band in Toronto. In 2002, he placed second for the Canadian Soca Monarch title and held that spot from 2003 to
2005. He placed second in 2012 in a New York Song Competition and took home the Soca title for the St. Vincent and Grenadines in 2013. Yellows has
performed for the Association several times and has two albums and one single on the market. He can be reached at Email: cdmorgan365@yahoo.ca
For Yellows music visit: https://itunes.apple.com/ca/album/portrait/id445535123
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The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc. congratulates the
Government and people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines on their 40th Anniversary of Independence

\ | == ' B§ 5 e L |
27th, October 1979: Robert Milton Cato (Prime
Minister 1974-1984) signs the newly formed 32
islands of “Saint Vincent and the Grenadines”

into Independence.

Sir Sydney Douglas Gun-Munro GCMG FRCS

The first Governor General of
Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines (1979-1985). He was
educated at Grenada Boys’
Secondary School where he
won a scholarship, and in
1937 travelled to King’s Col-
lege, London, England where
he studied medicine, graduat-
ing in 1942.

The current flag was
adopted
22nd, October1985.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines’

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1979 No. 918
ASSOCIATED STATES
The Saint Yincent Termination of Association Order 1979

Laid before Parliament in draft
Made - B - - 26eh July 1979
Coming into Operation 2Teh October 1979

At the Court of Saint James, the 26th day of July 197%
Present,
The Counsellors of State in Council

Whereas Her Majesty, in pursuance of the R&gu':cj Acts 1937 to 1953, was
pleased, by Letters Patent dated the 16th day of July 1979, to delegate to the
six Counsellors of State therein named or any two or more of them full
power and authority during the period of Her Majesty’s absence from the
United Kingdom to summon and hold on Her Majesty’s behalf Her Privy
Council and to signify thereat Her Majesty’s approval for anything for which
Her Majesty’s approval in Council is required :

And whereas a draft of this Order has been laid before Parliament in

accordance with section 17(2) of the West Indies Act 1967(a) and has been
approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament;

Mow, therefore, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother and
His Royal Highness The Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, being authorised
thereto the said Letters Patent, and in pursance of the powers conferred
by section 10{2) of the West Indies Act 1967 and all other powers cnabling
Her Majesty, do hereby, by and with the advice of Her Majesty's Privy
%altmcil. on Her Majesty’s behalf order. and it is hereby ordered, as

ows:—

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Saint Vincent Termination of
Association Order 1979,
{2) This Order shall come into operation on 27th October 1979,

L. The status of association of Saint Vincent with the United Kingdom is
terminated as from the date on which this Order comes into operation.

N. E. Leigh,
Clerk of the Privy Council.

(a) 1967 ¢ 4,

2398 ASSOCIATED STATES

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is nor part of the Order.)

National Pledge

This Order terminates the status of association of Saint Vincent with the
My loyalty and devotion, In all I do and

think and say. All information taken from the National Archives of the Government of

St. Vincent and the Grenadines website
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Charles Ollivierre Routs English Cricketers at
Victoria Park in 1895

Information contributed by Emery Wallace
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- Photo by Robert Young
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Transcript of Photograph Caption:

In a one-day match in 1895 at Victoria Park, St. Vincent beat
the visiting English team led by a Mr. Lucas. Scores were:
St. Vincent 159, England 63. The bowler who destroyed them
was Charles Ollivierre. He may have got some help from the
pitch, but even the English admitted he was quite a handful.
Mr Ollivierre subsequently played for Derbyshire in England
and died there in Pontefract in 1949 at the age of 73.

In the 1979 Soufriere erup-
tion the ash was carried 90
miles away to Barbados and
perhaps even further. A year
later, farmers in St.Vincent
were recording giant growth
in their crops especially the

Independence Banquet, 2007 heightt ORECAREE

A Few Important dates in the History

of SRR SRR € G renadines Prime Ministers of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1979-present)

1979 Eruption of La Soufriere volcano . ., ,

1980 St.Vincent became a member of the United Nations Incumbent Elected Took office Time in office

1981 Mr. Joel Toney served as Ambassador to the United Nations Milton Cato (1915-1997) 1979 27 October 1979 4 years, 276 days
- the first resident Ambassador from St. Vincent (1981 - 1984) : oo .

1981 Signing of the Treaty of Basseterre that gave rise to the OECS Sir James Fitz-Allen Mitchell

1985 The new SVG flag came into use officially (1931-) 1984 30 July 1984 16 years, 87 days

1987 SVG elected to one of the Vice-Presidencies of the United Arnhim Eustace (1944-) — 27 October 2000 153 days

Nations G | Assembly - the first English speaking Caribb
country o have atained thathonour o RalphGonsalves (1946-) 2001 29March2001  17years,271days

1991 Death of Ebenezer Theodore Joshua (March 14)
- first Chief Minister of SVG

1997 Death of Robert Milton Cato, father of the Nation (February 10)
- 1st Premier and Prime Minister

2002 Joseph Chatoyer declared first national hero of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines (March 14)

2007 Opening of the Yurumein Taiwan Bridge at Rabacca

A seat on the Security
Council of the UN, 2019

The A1A opened for business in 2017 1
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(The following article was written by Ms Elma Gabriel, past president of the Association for the January, 2009 issue of
Insight Newsletter. Edited for space by Prudence Morton)

In 1968, Dr. Allan Liverpool, a Vincentian living in Toronto, received a letter, dated 10th October, 1968 from the Secretary of the Arnos
Vale Playing Field. The letter asked Dr. Liverpool if he could request financial assistance from Vincentians in Canada to help with the de-
velopment of the Arnos Vale Playing field. This sparked the beginning of the “Vincentian Association of Toronto”. On receipt of the letter
Dr. Liverpool invited all interested Vincentians to a meeting on Sunday, November 24, 1968 to discuss raising funds for the Playing Field
Project, and also for the possibility of formulating a Vincentian association in Toronto. Following discussions at that gathering, an initial
meeting of the Association was convened on Sunday, December 1, 1968 at 2 PM at Club Tropics, 12 Queen Street East, Toronto. Club Trop-
ics was owned by Stilly Fraser and Rufus Jarvis, two nationals of SVG who donated their venue for the meeting. The notes of the meeting
revealed a sense of “fierce urgency of now”. What has to be done? How will it be done? The meeting was a crossroad to the beginning of
something for their homeland and the foundation for what is now The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Incorporated
(SVGAT). The following officers were appointed: President, Dr. S. Allan Liverpool

Vice President, Mr. Fred Isaacs

Secretary, Ms. Shirley Sutherland
Treasurer, Ms. Edna Hunte

Public Relations Officer, Mr. Caley Bonadie

The officers set a course and never lost sight of the objective -- giving priority to the Playing Field Project. By the second meeting
on December 14, 1968, a collection of $800.00 (CAD) was raised and forwarded to St. Vincent and the Grenadines for the playing field
project. The third meeting was held in January 1969, and the fourth meeting on the third Sunday in February. A draft Constitution was
discussed, with clauses ratified and passed. Before the meeting ended, the President (Dr. Allan Liverpool) expressed his appreciation to
the team for their accomplishments. He also offered his regrets that due to commitments to his medical profession, he had to tender his
resignation. The next meeting was scheduled for the third Sunday in March 1969. Mr. Hermus Liverpool, because of his past involvement
in a similar organization in Montreal, was asked to take over as President.

The Vincentian Association of Toronto, as it was named at the time, held a Statehood Ball on October 24, 1969 to commemorate the
granting of Associated Statehood status on St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Ms. Pamella Venner was selected as Statehood Queen and
represented the Association at the celebrations in St.Vincent and the Grenadines. The airfare was provided by BWIA. Ms. Joan Hewitt,
first runner-up received a passage to New York or Montreal donated by Air-Sea-Land Travel.

The Association asked Attorney M. A. Zuker to represent the Association at The Department of Finance & Commercial Affairs in
Toronto and to file an application for Letters Patent on November 23, 1970. On February 26, 1971 a Letters Patent was rendered by the
Province of Ontario in the name “The St.Vincent Association of Toronto” with the Chartered objectives: (a) To provide a forum for the
non-political discussion of matters, social, cultural, recreational and any other topics of interest to members. (b) To provide any form of
assistance, wherever such is possible, to groups or institutions in St.Vincent and/or, where the association sees fit. The first and original
Directors of the Corporation were Edmund DeFreitas, Alfred Issac, Shirley Margaret Sutherland and Edna Hunte. The Corporation was
ordained and declared to carry on with the purpose of gain for its members, and any profits or other accretions to the corporation should
be used in promoting its objectives. Our founding fathers and mothers championed the formulation of an organization which was to serve
for generations to come.
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Letter about the
" Arnos Vale
Chairman : His Honour Nr. H. Georgs, C.H.G., O0.B:B. FRnastowx ; R R
TVice-Chatrman: DPe Gede Cordice ’ 81, Viserse . ; Playlng Fleld
10tk Ochober,  190.8 :
that sparked the
" "-~'—."r—':‘ [ [
peay v Acesfiel, : | beginning of the
You will no doubi have heard, with mush delight, of . G
the efforts Dhalng made here i;- Ste Vine“nu to provide a II;."cional ) the SV AT
pleying Ficld a2t Avrnos Vale, which will cater Tor all branches
of sporb, «nd allow St. Vincent to be hosts to international .
and intercolonial cericket, fooitball, netball . etc. tcoms. So

far we hove not been able to have important games hers, due to
lack of a First class pround and of propsr pavilion fecilities

Secrclary s PoG. Thoman, Esg.

The present Govarament is very interested in this
projezt, and worlk on levelling and drainage of the 22 acres
denated by them has already started. They have passed legisla-
tion - The Arnos Vale Playing Field Ordinance, a copy of which

—— I enclose -~ which will ensure that things are dons properlys
and a Beard, the Arnos Vale Playing ¥Field Bosrd, has already
been appointed in sccordance with the Ordinance. The
menber_ship isi=—

His Honour Mr. Hywel Gsorgs, CGolMeGss; 0eB.Be — Chalrman
Dr. Gede Cordice = St.Vincent Cricket Association - Vice—
' Chairmean

Se Taylor, Bog. - St.Vincend Foothall Asscsiabion

Mrs. Sylvia DaSilva - St.Viacent Wethall Association

T, Michael Flﬂdlaj, Bsga. - St.Vincent Sports Council

CeRe Punnet®, “sg. - Iﬂngsto"vn Tennis Club

J« Ve Alves, hsq_. - 8t.¥ineent Lawa Tennis Club

The President, S%. Vincenkt Jaycees

Dr. K. Baksh - S5t .Vincent Tions Club

A.R. Comnell, Bsg. - St.Vincent Charber of Commerce

AoV, Dalrymple, Bsq. = Chi ef Teehnical Officer, Hinistry fox
' Comnmmications & Works

, Finistry Dr. Allan Liverpool

cultural

H.S, licConnie, Bage, — Chi ef Low
for Trade & Production

Ths Public Relations Officer, St. Vincenb The first President of the
L.W. Sandy, Eeq. = Surteyor . s
P.G. Thomas, Pag. - Membern/Ssoretary Association. (1968)

The target for the projsct is close to %50_0,000, bub
it is deslgned to be carried oul over s periocd of five years in

three stagés. The first stage is for “lere‘l:m ) irainage 1
gtf the (b':”"l"ls.f)b aﬂdeauzi'! c:ys fi e%.d. the cons t:n:'blf* ;1"’ “j‘zgjr? ArnOS Vale Playlng
Field project ...

vickets and athletics facilitices znd of a play
is to cost 120,000,000 —~ thin Is winl wo ars

———— present. I encloge ten {10) copies of a brochur
- give you &n idea of what 1z planncd. 2009

As onz vao is g
the Reogsrd Teels that you v

2nd wonder if you would or e 4
ians (apd others) in your o3

5
G
vhe poy bhe 11’11’(* o+

o £ i
iz o fu i wong the i i
i und among the With a capacity 0f 12,000

way you con.

hing to the venture. Ve i tnis favour , well seats, the stadium at the Ar-
3 ¥newing that your many dwbies keep you well cceupied but we hope, ' nos Vale Playmg Field was
s pevertheless, that you will be sble to assist us in whatever built in 1996. Regarded as

one of the larger stadiums in

i The Board ic working hard 2t home to ralise part of the

amowrt reguired for the first stage, and we have I.Jleﬂ ges Trom i i its fi
the Taszeﬂs, Lions and the I?a‘\;iozzalgPla:fing Fields Associnbion the Carlbbean’ It gOt 1ts flI'St
of the U.K. The tamret is high, however, and any receipts from cricket test match in 1997,

whatever source, 711l be of help.

when the West Indies played

I hope t0 heay Irom you sOCI. Please accapht the best . .
wishes of the Boerd, end their thanks in advanie. the tOUI‘ll’lg Sri Lankan team.

Warm-up matches for
the 2007 ICC World Cup
were held here. The stadium
Ji vt o 5 is located next to the E.T.
/ ‘ Joshua Airport on Mainland
St. Vincent.

Yours very sincerely,

P i SN G

{Fa fta THMAR)
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Fil“st lette .
inviting them t ians in Toronto, d
0 a meeting to fi , dated Novemb
orm the Associati er 8th, 1968

iation

540 Colleze Street,
Toronto h Ontario,
HovembeTl i‘Sr.h 4 1.968.

FelloWw yincentian:
Enclosed is 2 copy of 2 jetter 1 peceived from the Secretary
of the Arnos yale Playind Field Spatutory Boards
You will, 70 doubt, obBErVe that the project outlined thereld
is not only while, DU jndicative of a BT t deal of permane
py which, ¥e is hoped ! mmense D nefits will accrue to the sent, 20
future gene tions of pelove da
yincentians pave alway peen ke competito in ‘Interculcmial
gports- The past d presant pers ces an chievements are
orable eredits v You will a&rf ¢ that those trive to
mpaintain such high pandards eserve our whole earted rt and
encouragemem. in order Lo ens tinue parti jpations
There are approximat-aly One pundred yincentians in th ronto
area, @ minimumn %oa of One thousand Canadial dollars ‘?\6 Dol 1?:“ the
objectives this is 28 average donation of Ten Bollarmi {$10. _“dia By e
so let US make this appeal @ g,igant,ic successe VWould you kindly adhe
vo the following &% regards your donation« ,
4 be
Ch s or mone orders. {no cash in ¥aill shoul
?ﬁad peaga’!eal o Dr,ys.h. Liverpml {re- Playing Field)
2, M1 cunt-:d.but»iona should rglg‘éh the following address
po later than Decembelr 14th, 19°%° _ )
Dr. Sehe Liverxml_
Bo}_lege-ﬁ\lclid ¢linic
540 College syreeb
Toronto
:qn who Das not
in the circ\mstam:es if you E\"l ‘;‘;}; v ‘i“ti'f: on't_ ou
received 2 cireular letter,“gliiaﬁ‘;. te 0 & 1, topethe apd_formulave
chin? this 152 % oppor S aation 1 pse et YOBTr you doy the
ams for . C oy s ORISR OPICS cven Stroet B8ty Ty
5”..‘33ﬁ. v 2 pet Keep UhE date and vime o
gunday v an el -
ome Out--
7
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VSVGAT - st froed Cotetontion 1950

Statehood Celebration Statehood Celebrations in
in Toronto, 1969 ) = St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 1969

Beauty contestants

at the first

SVGAT “Statehood Ball”
held on October 24, 1969
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Statehood Address by Sir Rupert John, 1969

Officers of the Association
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The origin of The St. Vincent Cultural Group (Toronto)

The St. Vincent Cultural Group was founded in 1979, when
UNESCO proclaimed that year as the International Year of the
Child. The proclamation was signed on January 1, 1979 by Unit-
ed Nations ... Six members of SVGAT, Keith Homer, Hubert Phil-
lips, St ElImo Hunt, Barbara Toney, Edson Huggins, and Elmond
Jackson each put together $100.00, contacted some kids and put
on a show in honour of the Children, and to commemorate the
“Year of the Child".

Practices for the show took place at Keith Homer’s house. After
the first show, the children were so energized and motivated
that they asked Keith and the others to keep the group going.

..Continued on next column...

The adults discussed the possibilities and solicited the space at the
then newly opened Northwood Community Centre. The St.Vincent
Cultural Club is recorded in the Municipality as the first group to
use the Northwood Community Centre facilities. In the main hallway
hangs a picture of the late Keith Homer Sr.

To accommodate the group’s annual objective, Keith, St.Elmo and
Hubert would pick up the children at their homes, take them to prac-
tices and then take them back to their respective homes.

The Maypole dance became one of the primary attractions at the
shows, adding greater transportation demands due to popular
bookings to perform at shows. However, the adult volunteer trans-
port officers were so encouraged by the enthusiasm of the children
that they sorted out ways to form a balance between their family,
work, and volunteering for their community kids. And if that was
not enough, the children added to their demand a Caribana band. In
addition to preparing the costumes, on Caribana day the kids were
dropped off by their parents, as it was the responsibility of the vol-
unteers to care for the kids on that day.

The children of that era are now grown up, while the St.Vincent Cul-
tural Group is currently in a defunct stage, pending the revamping
of what was no doubt one of our most vibrant and promising youth
cultural initiatives of the 70’s.

Performance at the Unity Picnic, 2011

Research and historic information for the above articles were com-
piled by: Ms. Elma Gabriel (PRO, SVGAT, 2008)
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The Association has several programs that cater to our community here in Toronto and in
St. Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG). A few are outlined here.

Adopt-A-Child Program

Our Adopt-A-Child program was launched in 2008
to assist students in the primary school system in SVG.
An adopted child receives assistance for five years which
takes her/him through primary school. The Association
seeks out partners for this program and was fortunate to
have a sponsor for two 5-year terms. This year, the sec-
ond set of two students (pictured below and now grown
up) graduated from primary school, one with an 85%
average and both are now attending high school. The As-
sociation currently has six children sponsored. The spon-
sors are Allan John, SVG Support Group, SVGAT members
and one annonymous donor. The Association is proud
of this accomplishment and invites you to join them in
sponsoring a child.

Scholarship Program

Another of our programs is our scholarship program which was launched
In 2005. To date the Association has distributed over $22,000.00 in bursa-
ries to 17 students. These students are now professionals in their own right.
The Association is proud of this accomplishment as it likes to believe that the
small financial assistance had a hand in these students’ achievements. Funds
are raised for this program through our annual walk-a-thon. Visit our website
www.vincytoronto.com next June to see how you can donate to this program.

Keisha Carrington was the first recipient of the scholarship
program in 2005. Today, Keisha works as a Project Analyst at
the University Health Network.

Taisha Lewis received a bursary in 2006.
Today, she is an associate lawyer at Fasken
Martineau Dumoulin LLP in Toronto. Taisha
was our feature speaker at our 2017 Inde-
pendence Gala.

Jamile Garraway received
a bursary in 2006. Today,
he holds a teaching position
with the Toronto District
School Board.

The Vincy Boat Cruise

Proceeds from the annual Boat Cruise go towards
a worthy cause in SVG

Annual Unity Picnic

The St. Vincent and the Grenadines Unity
Picnic, or more popularly, the ‘Vincy Picnic’
is organized by SVG-Toronto, SVG-Montreal
~and SVG-Ottawa. This picnic has been go-

@ ing on for about 35 years. Starting as a way
for Vincentians to ‘meet up’ with their fam-
ily and friends from all over North America,
the picnic now averages between 10,000 and
15,000 attendees each year. The picnic is
held at Brown’s Bay Provincial Park at 1000
| islands, the third Saturday of July annually.

Christmas Hamper Program

This program has been running for many, many,
years. Each year members of our community sug-
gest names of families and/or individuals who
should be on our list to receive a hamper. A team of
volunteers packages and wraps the hamper bas-
kets, which include a cash donation and delivers
the baskets. The program is totally private and the
Association has a policy of non-disclosure. Visit our
website this Christmas and call to make a donation.
www.vincytoronto.com
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Past Presidents

of The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc.

1968 - Allan Liverpool
1969 - Hermus Liverpool
1970 - Hermus Liverpool
1971 - Eddie DeFreitas
1972 - Lawrence Collymore
1973 - Vincent Beache
1974 - Shirley Sutherland
1975 - Fred Phillips

1976 - Oswald George
1977 - Reuben Jeffers

1978 - Reuben Jeffers

1979 - Monty Providence
1980 - Shirley Sutherland
1981 - Monty Providence
1984 - Oswald George
1984 - Sam Warner (Acting President)
1985 - Frederick Williams
1986 - Claudius Samuel
1987 - Claudius Samuel
1988 - Malcolm Garraway
1989 - Edmeston Bernard
1990 - Rosalind McIntosh
1991 - Yolande Lewis

1992 - Ewan Lewis

1993 - Glendon Carmichael
1994 - Malcolm Garraway
1995 - Malcolm Garraway
1996 - Kenneth Farrell (Chairperson)

1997 - Yolande Lewis

1998 - Silma Millington

1999 - Cordel Telfer

2000 - Cordel Telfer

2001 - Earla Labban-Dalzine
2002 - Kenneth Farrell

2003 - Gideon Exeter

2004 - Kenneth Farrell

2005 - Jason Jones

2006 - Jason Jones - Up to May

2006 - Kenneth Farrell (Interim) - May onwards

2007 - Gideon Exeter

2008 - Francelia George

2009 - Elma Gabriel

2010 - Audrey Lewis

2011 - Monty Providence (January to July)
2011 - Cordel Telfer (August to December)
2012 - Marcia Farrell

2013 - Marcia Farrell

2014 - Marcia Farrell

2015 - Marcia Farrell

2016 - Antonius Clarke (January to March)
2016 - Prudence Morton (April onwards)
2017 - Gideon Exeter

2018 - Gideon Exeter

2019 - Gideon Exeter (January to February)
2019 - Jim Lewis (February to Present)

Our Appreciation

The Independence and 50th anniversary Planning Committee, on
behalf of The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc.,
the Toronto SVG Consulate General, the Bequia Social Organization,
the Toronto SVG Support Group and the Union Island Cultural As-
sociation, express sincere thanks to all our sponsors and advertisers
in this brochure; all the artistes for donating their time and talent
and all those who in one way or another assisted in making these
celebrations a success. Finally, we thank you all for attending all of
our events. We trust that as we look towards the future, we do so with
optimism, togetherness and hope.

Members of the 2019 Independence Planning Committe:
Sandra Bobb, Chairperson e Cynthia Bentham
Dennis Bucchan  Consul General Fitzgerald Huggins ¢ Andy Lavia
Samantha Lewis ¢ Prudence Morton ¢ Bernadette Ryan-Phillips ¢ Cheyenne Samuel
Sandra Sutherland  Cordel Telfer ¢ Frank Wilson
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Hawah Roforce

A first year student at Seneca
College, Hawah is pursuing a di-
plomain Social Work. During high
school, Hawah worked closely
with her teachers assisting them
with other children. Her keen
| interest in working with children
4 did not go unnoticed by several of
her teachers and she was quickly
made an official Teachers’ Assis-
tant and gained valuable experience which helped to guide her in
choosing a career.

Not one to sit idly by, Hawah managed the Boys Football Team
at Richview Collegiate Institute and coordinated various activities
such as the Girls Flag Team. She was also a member of the Black
History Every Day Club. Despite her many activities, Hawah man-
aged to graduate with honours in French and humanities.

According to one of her high school teachers, Ha-
wah demonstrates leadership and a strong desire to learn
and share knowledge. She is well-liked, capable and very
respectful to everyone around her. SVGAT is proud to
present Hawah with one of its 2019 Scholarship awards.

Venassa Baptiste

Venassaisa3rdyearstudentatCarleton University,
Ottawa pursuing an Honours Bachelor of commerce,
with a concentration in accounting, degree. Her mi-
nor courses are in political science. Venassa is very
much involved with university life. She is the current
vice-president of the Delta Phi Epsilon Sorority with
responsibilities for finances, risk management and
administration. This busy young lady also took
on the responsibility of external vice-president
of the Sprott Marketing Student’s Association at the university where she is re-
sponsible for sustaining strong relations with the Sprott, Carleton and Ottawa
communities by reaching out to potential partners and panellists for various club
events and partnership opportunities. Venassa has also ventured out in the politi-
cal arena by volunteering this year with MP Hedy Fry and is currently a member
of the Equal Voice: Daughters of the Vote Delegation. Her early years in university
saw her assisting with the orientation of new students coming into university.

According to her professors, Venessa is a bright and respectful young
lady. She is a leader in every sense of the word; a keen organizer with col-
laboration skills and one who has developed a sense of social responsibility.

Venassa is currently attending a conference in New Jersey and is unable to be with
us tonight. The SVGAT congratulates Venassa on all of her accomplishments and is
proud to present her with one of its 2019 scholarship awards.
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==  Membership Has Its Rewards
Arbor Memorial Inc.

is a proud sponsor of
St. Vincent and Grenadines Association
of Toronto Inc.

Through Alliances by Arbor Memorial
members of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines Community
in Ontario who are members of the
St. Vincent and Grenadines Association
of Toronto Inc.

that choose to use the services of Arbor Memorial are
entitled to special membership discount at any of Arbor’s
cemeteries or funeral homes in Ontario.
Through the Arbor Foundation the Association also
receives funds for its special activities /programs.

For further information, please visit any of the websites
listed below, or contact Gideon Exeter (416) 992 -4253 or
by email gexeter@arbormemorial.com for more details.

e; Arbor

€3 Aliances ¢ PlanToday.ca

<) W

Tradewinds

Appliances Inc.

Sales ¢ Parts ¢ Sérvice

SERVING SCARBOROUGH TORONTO AND GTA

Looking for a new Appliance to replace that old one?
Need Appliance Repair? Require a part to fix it yourself?
Tradewinds Appliances is for you.

Serving the GTA and surrounding areas with New Appliances, Scratch & Dent
Appliances or Apartment Size Appliances. Our showroom is filled with a variety of

name brand models for your choice.

Need an appliance repaired? Tradewinds Appliances is here to help.
Our 15 years experience working with appliances and our certified technicians
assure that we will get you back into srvice as fast and as efficiently as possible.
We go the extra mile. Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Any appliance need you may have we can help you. Simply, call, email or visit our
office and speak with us. 24 Hour Service, Fast Friendly Professional Service.

Tradewinds 20 Venture Drive, Scarborough, ON M1B 3R7
A liances Contact Winton Mcintosh
P Phone: (647) 435-0656

Email: support@tradewindsappliances.ca
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Barristers, Solicitors,
Notaries Public

Rhonda A. Metelsky
B.A.(hons.); LL.B

rhonda@metelskylaw.com

Senior Lawyer with over 15 years
experience in Criminal Law, Family Law,
Wills and Estate Administration.

METELSKY LAW

Proiessional Corporation

230 Westney Road South, Suite 304,
Ajax, Ontario L1S 7J5

Telephone (905) 686-1243

SUTHERN IMMIGRATION &
PARALEGAL SERVICES INC.

We are success oriented and we care!

Sponsorship Applications O Skilled Workers Apps
Humanitarian Applications Provincial Nominee
Business & Investor Class < Programs

Hearings & Interviews Detention Reviews
Canadian Experience

Class

Appeals to the IAD

Visa Applications
Representing Clients Globally

Refugee Claims
..... And More
Providing Professional and Personalized Service

Sandra Sutherland, RCIC
Immigration Practitioner (Honours Certification)
Commissioner of Oaths & Member of ICCRC

2175 Sheppard Ave. E, Suite 212, Toronto, ON M2J 1W8
Tel: 416-431-2829 Fax 416-431-4036

ssutherland@suthernimmigration.com

21



ri: : —
%m% @%%%@

e

Courtney Taylor is a singer/songwriter hailing from Markham, Ontario. She started writing songs at the
age of 14. In 2011 she graduated round six of The Remix Project (a creative arts program that fosters young
artists by building their platform) and has since performed in various locations in the downtown core.
Some notable venues include: CBC Radio, The Hard Rock Café, Horseshoe Tavern and The Rivoli. Courtney
was also chosen to be one of the featured artists in the Honey Jam Showcase in 2018. Honey Jam is an artist
development program for young women in music (notable alum includes Nelly Furtado, Melanie Fiona, and
Jully Black). She has collaborated and performed alongside Canadian singers/songwriters Jocelyn Alice and
Jully Black. Her major influences include Sade, Amy Winehouse, John Mayer and Lianne La Havas. Courtney
is currently working towards recording her original music and plans to release an EP in the near future.

Sim Astthun

Kim Arthur was born into music. Her talent as a singer was recognized very early as a little girl in St
Vincent and the Grenadines. A sought after international gospel recording artist, author and evangelist, Kim
has impacted the lives of many through the use of personal experiences and her songs. She is especially pas-
sionate about inspiring and empowering youth and women to find healing and restoration. Kim's desire is
that the good news of Jesus Christ will transform lives for God’s glory.

Kim lives in Toronto and is the founder of Youth International Ministries, a vibrant global prayer and
intercessory ministry for youth and young adults. Kim believes her life’s purpose is to reconcile people to a
relationship with God. Her uniqueness and pragmatism fuses cultures and creates a spirit of oneness every-

Sting, also known as D’Ultimate Sting kicked off his music career as a D] back in his homeland, Trinidad
and Tobago. He's especially known for being versatile in all music genres. His popularity gained through
playing at various clubs throughout the country.

In 2001 Sting migrated to Toronto, Canada. Shortly after his move, he could be heard juggling throughout
Canada at Parties, Fetes and Private Events. Sting's multitude of talents does not limit him to only running
tracks. Apart from being a brand Ambassador for Soca Passion and Stag Canada, he is also the Canadian
Representative for Soca On The Seas touring the World promoting Soca Music and Caribbean Culture.

D Fsion

D] Fusion has given his services for many years to the Association and other Caribbean organizations. He
is the Association’s resident D and plays at the Children’s Christmas Party, our annual Boat Cruise, the Unity
Picnic and our Independence celebrations.
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Renée is a passionate, free-spirit individual who is dedicated to
all ventures she purses. She has an energetic commitment to her
community, specifically her Vincentian community. Her passion for
the culture is broad based and extends from mas, to pan and is an
ardent soca lover.

In 2011, she completed her undergraduate degree in Sociology at
York University and continued on to her post-graduate studies at
Centennial College the same year in Corporate Communications
and Public Relations. Her experience has extended to working with
Toronto’s Annual Caribbean Carnival as the Social Media Manager
which was the stepping stone for her involvement in the Caribbean
community. Upon completing her post-graduate studies, finding
work was a challenge. After months of looking for work she de-
cided to create her own avenue. Her passion for the Caribbean led
her to develop something that would serve the Caribbean region
and the Diaspora. She developed her business as the co-founder
and Editor-In-Chief of The COCO Magazine.

COCO made it’s debut in 2012 with the focus on touching the Carib-
bean community. With interviews and special features from Prob-
lem Child, Alison Hinds, Pauleanna Reid and Kamila McDonald just
to name a few, COCO excelled at connecting readers with all things
Caribbean.

COCO relaunched in November 2015 and celebrated its third year
anniversary December 14, 2015. In the summer of 2016 the Execu-
tive Team came to the decision to pursue different paths. COCO re-
mains a staple in the community and is still to this day considered
the space for all things Caribbean.

She is also the CEO of the all natural hair and skincare company
called Amani Naturals which translates to natural peace. It is a
vegan friendly handmade product for all skin and hair types. Using
natural ingredients from the islands of Jamaica, St. Vincent, Barba-
dos, Trinidad and from Africa, her products aid in healing the body
and the skin leaving you with a natural glow.

Currently, Renée works for Service Canada. Although the public sec-
tor is much different than the private sector, she finds joy in her
new job helping all Canadians.

Renée is currently pursuing her degree in Event Management while
balancing life as a mother to her beautiful daughter, Olivia.
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Fndy Sania

Andy is a member of the St. Vincent and Grenadines Association
of Toronto (SVGAT) and also sits on the Board of Directors of the
organization. He also represents the SVGAT on the Unity Picnic Com-
mittee. Andy is a school teacher by profession.

y selected Plantains:

 and lightly sea-saitec

ww.geldenbanana.ca v



i

Ylan %

CR@CRS

o e
] = E

2 Bedrooms 2 Washrooms

A Living Space ! m

Caribi Dreams f"\'f ' /
Green Rocks ' \s‘; : 0
LUXURY For all your My Cuou of Gl

cOND2> REAL _ “laliwal

LOCATION: Villa, St. Vincent

AVAILABLE UNITS: 5 E !Ia 1 ¢} ! m
Ocean and Mountain wews

also available.

For more info, visit: n eEdS in made In
www.caribidreams.com St Vincent and St \ﬂncent and
' _ the Grenadines.
the Grenadines.
784-527-6379
e myerownofeurls.com
Baynes Building, ?‘-,-:
Granby Street, Kingstown = |

b

¥
‘ (784) 527-6128 QT"
_ (784) 492-6128 T

@ info@caribidreams.com

24



CARIZTON

Conducting Active Relief Impacting Our Nation

The CARI-ON Committee wishes the Government and all SVG
Nationals every good as they celebrate the 40th anniversary of
the Independence of St. Vincent and the Grenadines and con-
gratulates the St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of To-
ronto Inc. on the occasion of its 50th year of service to the SVG
community in Toronto.

SVGAT COMMUNITY LAUNCHES DISASTER
PREPAREDNESSS COMMITTEE

L - R: Andrea Jones, Hayden Jones (Chair), Stuart Brereton, Melba DaSilva,
Andrea DeSilva, CG Fitz Huggins, Hassan Perreira, Gideon Exeter, Sandra Sutherland

The St. Vincent and the Grenadines Community in the
Greater Toronto Area on Sunday, September 22 launched a
committee called CARI-ON, an acronym for Conducting Active
Relief Impacting Our Nation. Its mission is to take a proactive
stance to help mitigate some of the inherent challenges faced
during, and in the aftermath of a disaster by providing timely
relief to sustain essential functions.

Disasters strike at any time without notice, and as we all
know, the Caribbean Region is prone to natural disasters. It
is a phenomenon that we can expect each year - be it hurri-
canes, volcanic eruptions, storms or earthquakes. These di-
sasters seem to be occurring more forcefully and frequently
due to the effect of climate change. We need to pay attention
and get organized.

Over the years, the various Caribbean communities in the
Diaspora have reacted well but not in any organized man-
ner. Following an appeal that was made last year, a number
of communities here in the Greater Toronto Area are putting
structures in place by forming disaster preparedness commit-
tees to develop plans to enable the communities to respond
when a need arises. Grenada, Dominica and St. Vincent and
the Grenadines communities have so far launched commit-
tees. In addition, the Antigua & Barbuda Emergency Relief
Fund was established years ago.

CARI-ON is a member of an umbrella organization in the
GTA called CCaDiRA which is made up of a number of Carib-
bean communities’ committees established for the same pur-
pose . CARI-ON, through CCaDiRA will partner with interna-
tional organizations like Global Medic and the Canadian Red
Cross and channel its assistance through NEMO and the other
Caribbean governments’ established agencies to respond to

ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES
TOURISM OFFICE, TORONTO
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Shelley John
Director of Sales

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Tourism Office

55 Town Centre Court, Suite 403, Toronto,
Ontario, M1P 4X4

Tel: 416-633-3100 Fax: 416-633-3123
E-mail: svgtourismtoronto@rogers.com

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

TORONTO CONSULATE OFFICE

55 Town Centre Court, Suite 403
Toronto, Ontario, M1P 4X4

(next to the Scarborough Town Centre)

Mr. Fitzgerald Huggins, Consul General
Tel: 416-398-4277 Fax: 647-438-5312

Email: consulategeneral@rogers.com

disasters in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and any other Carib-
bean country.

CARI-ON is comprised of representatives of the various SVG
organizations in Toronto including the St. Vincent and Grena-
dines Association of Toronto, the Toronto SVG Support Group,
the Union Island Cultural Association as well as some interested
individuals. These committees all have the blessings of their re-
spective governments.

An appeal is being made for other SVG groups to join CARI-ON.
Let us all be prepared so that when disaster strikes our country
of birth, we are in a position to positively respond. If you are un-
able to join the committee, we are open to accept financial dona-
tions in order to purchase materials to assemble emergency and
survival kits.

Hayden Jones, former president of the Union Island Cultural
Association is the chair of CARI-ON. Visit our website, www.car-
ionsvg.org, follow on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
carionsvg/ or email us at carion.org@gmail.com to keep in touch
with developments as disaster preparedness becomes more
established.
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BENJAMIN LAW

Personal Injury
Real Estate

EVERYTHING IS GOING AS PLANNED

Or is it? It may have been a while since you took a serious look at your wealth Employment I.aW

accumulation strategy to determine if you were saving enough and your investments ] .
were appreciating satisfactorily. Med Ica I Ma I p ractice

Although time is marching on, there are many options and opportunities to explore to |mm|9rat|°n
increase your net worth. Expenses can be postponed, portfolios can be re-balanced, Wi"S & Powe rs of Attorn ey
assets can be leveraged, taxes can be deferred.. the list goes on, An independent

financial advisor can present wealth-creating ideas that you may have overlooked. Nota rial

E e e e i (416) 736-4994

LANCE GARRAWAY, CFPa

Certified Financial Flanner® FREE CONSULTATION

1457 MeCowan Baad, Suite 208

Scarborough, ON MI15 5K7 . . . .

Pre 1297746 30 | ol 1652056 gﬁﬂﬂfﬂs at Toronto, Brampton or Ajax office
-free: 1 - =4 ax o 416-297 =] =

GO e @ www.benjaminlaw.ca @ info@benjaminlaw.ca

* Mutual hasds s distribubed thraugh Deajardini Fnancial Seowity Inveitma it e,

ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES ASSOCIATION OF TORONTO INC. * OECS Nationals Council Canada

rORENS it 7y TRt
*

[ am delighted and honoured to extend warm greetings from the OECS Na-
tionals Council Canada, to nationals of St. Vincent and the Grenadines as they

celebrate 40 years of Independence and SVGAT’s 50th anniversary .
Saturday December 15 2019 All nationals of St. Vincent and the Grenadines can be proud of their many
! ! achievements since becoming an independent and sovereign nation and the
many contributions your diaspora made to the development of the multicultural

fabric of your adopted country - Canada.

As a founding member of the OECS Nationals Council Canada, we are proud of
your contribution to OECS and your continued support for the development of

Grandravine Community Centre

. 23 Grandravine Dr, Toronto, ON M3N 14

Toregister your child contact: Cheyenne @ 647-989-4235 or by email: peaceful and sustainable communities in Canada and the OECS union.
cheyenneasamuel@gmail.com Best wishes for a memorable and successful Independence celebration.
. . ) John L. Allen
A git for each chid . Entertainment . Refreshments Chair, OECS Nationals Council Canada

Former, Honorary Consul General of St. Kitts & Nevis, Canada
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The St. Vincent and Grenadines v
Association of Toronto Inc.

On this 50th Anniversary of the
St. Vincent and Grenadines
Association of Toronto nc., the Board of
Directors wish to thank all
sponsors and advertisers who have

HELP US ASSIST THOSE MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY WHO ARE LESS FORTUNATE
RECOMMEND A FAMILY OR AN INDIVIDUAL

TO MAKE A DONATION

supported the organization over the years. . Please Contact: Petra @ 416-840-7346,
Erline @ 416-788-5163 or Keneth @ 416-822-3601

York Region Police
NG Consulate General
QRCS Nationals Council Canada

Beguia Social Organization
Union Island Cultural Association I{Lc I EFARSEII;EG%NT g?# ég B EAN

Your Gateway to the Caribbean since 1982

Toronto SVG Support Growp
St.Vincent and the Grenadines Tourism Office
Council of Caribbean Associations Canada
Metelsky Law Professional Corporation
Arbor Memorial Inc.

Caribbean Airlines
Grace Kennedy Foods

_ Direct weekly
Hairoun Bakery service to [m [E @ [m
St. Vincent

Superior Medical Ltd . . —
Veperion el Uaien A and the Grenadines  St. Lucia Trinidad Barbados
KLGEastembaipe s IN ORDER FOR YOUR SHIPMENT TO ARRIVE
Suthern lmmigration & Paralegal Services Inc. FOR CHRISTMAS PLEASE SHIP EARLY.
R.E. James Mechanical Lid. THERE ARE MANY CIRCUMSTANCES INCLUDING ADVERSE
WEATHER CONDITIONS THAT CAN DELAY THE ARRIVAL.
Allan Johm
Benjamin Law We provide complete packaging and shipping of personal and

household effects, barrels, vehicles, crates and full container loads.

Melté Properties
. ; For further information and rates, please contact us at:
Trade Winds Appliances Inc. Office — (416) 759-2736 or Warehouse (416) 291-6733

Email: kicfreight@rogers.com
50 Tiffield Road, Unit 15, (Middlefield & Finch)

: -Scarborough,-@ﬂgg_r,io, M1V 5B7
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R.E. JAMES MECHANICAL LIMITED

TSSA Certified Welders, Millwrights & Pipe Fitters

Private Welding course is being offered with us.

Course will be offered in Welding and Fabrication, Three (3) month Welding course also /‘:g"emsemen,

Oxyacetylene cutting and Blue Print Reading. Stick and Mig Welding Ma’ 9on 9g 7
Basics in Braising and Flame Cutting “M- Radjo

TSSA certificate will be provided upon completion of course. and Blue Print Reading,

Certificate will be pending on passing the TSSA test. with TSSA certification upon completion of course.

We will make it possible to start the Millwright course.

If interested in a career as a skill welder/millwright developing your skills and
knowledge with hands on technique and theory, then don’t wait any longer...

Companies looking to improve their
Employees skill level are also welcome

R.E.
_JAMES ) cail: 416-937-9948 or 905-564-3111
M e, Toll Free 1-888-363-8202,  rejamesmechanical@bellnet.ca
1050 BRITANNIA RD E, UNIT 17, MISSISSAUGA, ON L4W 4N9

HAIROUN BAKERY
QyR

Specializing In
Bread ¢ Cakes ¢ Pastries * Snacks & Take-Out
Adams Customs and Shipping Agency

#l :I" & ﬁ 4;: - 4
=g ‘s eﬂ » % 4 3rd Floor
/ \-QQ’&?# A" Baynes Building

Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines

i |
We Also Cater To Your Special Needs! 1-784-458-1328
E'Z,ﬁ?f; %rrzaa?j g';LeB{eB?Sad B?ghe;rl?ggﬁs Free Pickup at your Convenience 7 Days a Week
Currant Rolls Jam Buns Pine Tarts
Salara/Flapjacks  and so much more! '
Get your Christmas
Contact Nola Smith Salt Ham

2256 Birchmount Road (South of Sheppard)
Scarborough, Ontario, M1P 2M2

Tel: 416-754-3854

Contact Us At
647-569-3285
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